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Introduction

Dear Educators, Parents, and Artists:

Thank you for taking the time to explore and use this guide. We hope it helps bring the arts to your kids in a rich and meaning-
ful way.

As a program of the Northwestern Settlement, we at Adventure Stage Chicago strive to carry out the Settlement’s larger mis-
sion: to serve our neighbors and to disrupt generational poverty.  In service to this larger mission, The Stranger and the Shadow 
is the second play in our season focused on the concept of hunger.  

In this play, we see the concept of physical hunger become twisted and distorted as characters eat not for pleasure, but as 
cogs in a machine.  Additionally, we see our young protagonist, Wren, grappling with hunger in a more metaphorical sense: a 
hunger for justice, for beauty, for human connection.  

The Stranger and the Shadow���L�V���D���Z�R�U�N���R�I���V�F�L�H�Q�F�H���4�F�W�L�R�Q�����H�[�S�O�R�U�L�Q�J���U�H�D�O���V�R�F�L�D�O���L�V�V�X�H�V���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���D���O�H�Q�V�H���R�I���D���G�\�V�W�R�S�L�D�Q���I�D�Q�W�D�V�\��
world.  Over the past decade or so, we seem to have seen a resurgence in popularity of these types of stories, especially 
among young people. I think it is no coincidence that, in a world where systemic injustices are increasingly visible, young peo-
ple would look to fantasy stories as a way to better understand and grapple with their own world.  Indeed, we may have these 
stories to thank for the incredible leadership we’re seeing in the news from young people as they tackle social issues today.  

As always, we at ASC seek to provide a path for dialogue between children and adults, students and teachers. We encourage 
you to use this guide to begin those conversations, tie themes from the play into your curriculum, and follow up after the 
show by going deeper through activities and discussions. We would love to be included in the conversations the play gener-
ates; we encourage you and the young people in your lives to write us letters after the show.
 

Thank you for being a part of our ASC community--we look forward to seeing you at the theater! 

           Sincerely, 

             
          Anne McNamee-Keels  
          Education Manager
          �H�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q�#�D�G�Y�H�Q�W�X�U�H�V�W�D�J�H���R�U�J
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Introduction

In 1909, in the midst of government organized violence against Jews in Russia forcing the migration of hundreds of families, Rabbi 
Rosenberg of Warsaw turned to an ancient hero: The Golem. Golem are mystical beings in Jewish folklore, created by spiritual leaders 
to defend persecuted Jewish populations throughout history.  Rosenberg wrote a new rendition of the stories, and claimed they were 
�D�X�W�K�R�U�H�G���E�\���5�D�E�E�L���/�R�H�Z���R�I���3�U�D�J�X�H�����Z�K�R���O�L�Y�H�G�����������\�H�D�U�V���S�U�H�Y�L�R�X�V�����+�L�V���E�R�R�N���D�Q�G���L�W�V���4�F�W�L�R�Q�D�O���R�U�L�J�L�Q���F�D�S�W�L�Y�D�W�H�G���K�L�V���F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\���D�Q�G���D��
�O�D�U�J�H�U���D�X�G�L�H�Q�F�H���D�F�U�R�V�V���(�X�U�R�S�H���D�Q�G���L�V���Q�R�Z���X�S�K�H�O�G���D�V���W�K�H���P�R�V�W���L�Q�5�X�H�Q�W�L�D�O���F�R�O�O�H�F�W�L�R�Q���R�I���*�R�O�H�P���I�R�O�N�O�R�U�H����

In many ways, Golem are like any other hero. They resemble humans but have a variety of powers, including super speed, super 
�V�W�U�H�Q�J�W�K�����W�H�O�O�L�Q�J���W�L�P�H���E�\���V�P�H�O�O�����V�H�Q�V�L�Q�J���W�K�L�Q�J�V���R�W�K�H�U�V���F�D�Q�Q�R�W�����+�R�Z�H�Y�H�U�����W�K�H�U�H���D�U�H���W�K�U�H�H���P�D�M�R�U���G�L�•�H�U�H�Q�F�H�V���W�K�D�W���P�D�N�H���*�R�O�H�P���X�Q�L�T�X�H����������
�7�K�H�\���D�U�H���F�U�H�D�W�H�G���E�\���K�X�P�D�Q�V�����������7�K�H�\���G�H�I�H�Q�G���S�H�U�V�H�F�X�W�H�G���S�H�R�S�O�H�V�����D�Q�G���������7�K�H�\���G�R���Q�R�W���O�L�Y�H���R�Q���L�Q�G�H�4�Q�L�W�H�O�\�����7�K�H�V�H���G�L�V�W�L�Q�F�W�L�R�Q�V���D�U�H���D�W���W�K�H��
core of The Stranger and The Shadow, and the themes we played with in ASC Discovery Sessions with middle school students. 

Rabbi Loew, Rosenberg’s principal character, builds his Golem out of mud and imbues it with life. Over the course of several short 
stories, the creature saves Jewish people accused of blood libel, the false accusation that Jews kidnapped and murdered Christian 
children and used their blood in holiday cooking. 

In most versions of the Golem story, the creature becomes large, powerful, and unstable over time, and is either deactivated peace-
fully by its creator, or goes on a rampage and destroys what it was originally created to protect. Often, the Golem is a metaphor for 
violence, fear, or war, and cannot provide an ongoing solution. 

Drawing inspiration from these stories and conversations with middle school students, the creative team for The Stranger and The 
Shadow���G�H�F�L�G�H�G���R�X�U���S�O�D�\���Z�R�X�O�G���U�H�S�U�H�V�H�Q�W���W�Z�R���V�H�H�P�L�Q�J�O�\���G�L�•�H�U�H�Q�W���Y�H�U�V�L�R�Q�V���R�I���*�R�O�H�P�����Z�K�L�F�K���Z�H���U�H�I�H�U���W�R���L�Q���R�X�U���S�U�R�F�H�V�V���D�V���0�R�Q�V�W�H�U�V����
The story begins when a young girl, Wren, enters Colfax, a city surrounded with a breathing barrier that feeds on the fear of its 
�F�L�W�L�]�H�Q�V�����–�Q�V�W�H�D�G���R�I���V�S�H�D�N�L�Q�J���I�D�F�H���W�R���I�D�F�H�����R�U���W�U�\�L�Q�J���W�R���X�Q�G�H�U�V�W�D�Q�G���G�L�•�H�U�H�Q�W���L�G�H�D�V�����S�H�R�S�O�H���O�R�F�N���X�Q�F�R�P�I�R�U�W�D�E�O�H���H�P�R�W�L�R�Q�V���L�Q���M�D�U�V�����(�Y�H�U�\��
night, their shadowy feelings are released into the atmosphere, reinforcing the monstrous entity that isolates the city. Rejected for 
�K�H�U���G�L�•�H�U�H�Q�F�H�V�����:�U�H�Q���D�F�F�L�G�H�Q�W�D�O�O�\���J�H�Q�H�U�D�W�H�V���D���F�U�H�D�W�X�U�H���R�I���K�H�U���R�Z�Q�����:�K�H�Q���L�W���E�H�J�L�Q�V���W�R���J�U�R�Z�����V�K�H���G�H�F�L�G�H�V���W�R���X�V�H���L�W�V���S�R�Z�H�U���W�R���J�D�L�Q���D�F-
ceptance and help the people still outside the barrier access the resources they need to live. 

Wren’s monster closely parallels the Golem in our source material. She creates it herself, albeit accidentally as opposed to Rabbi 
Loew’s careful construction. Both characters face persecution, Rabbi Loew as a Jewish person and Wren as an Outsider. Furthermore, 
�:�U�H�Q���V���F�L�U�F�X�P�V�W�D�Q�F�H�V���P�L�P�L�F���U�H�D�O���O�L�I�H���V�L�W�X�D�W�L�R�Q�V���I�H�O�W���E�\���P�D�Q�\���W�R�G�D�\���D�Q�G���W�K�U�R�X�J�K�R�X�W���K�L�V�W�R�U�\�����W�K�R�X�J�K���W�K�H�\���D�U�H���Q�R�W���D�V���V�S�H�F�L�4�F���D�V���5�R�V�H�Q-
berg’s focus on Jewish populations and blood libel. 

The barrier monster is a darker interpretation of the Golem. Instead of protecting the oppressed, it defends the status quo of a 
�J�X�D�U�G�H�G���F�L�W�L�]�H�Q�U�\�����–�W�V���F�U�H�D�W�L�R�Q���L�V���Q�R�W���D���V�H�F�U�H�W���X�S�K�H�O�G���E�\���D���F�R�Q�F�H�U�Q�H�G���O�H�D�G�H�U�����L�W���L�V���D�Q���R�Q�J�R�L�Q�J���H�•�R�U�W���U�H�T�X�L�U�L�Q�J���O�D�U�J�H���V�F�D�O�H���S�D�U�W�L�F�L�S�D�W�L�R�Q����
Rabbi Loew’s Golem protects people who are vulnerable, the barrier monster protects a culture of fear and intolerance that hurts 
everyone, including the people it seemingly supports. 

Ultimately in The Stranger and The Shadow, Wren discovers that her monster, though important to her journey, is made of the same 
�V�X�E�V�W�D�Q�F�H���D�V���W�K�H���E�D�U�U�L�H�U���P�R�Q�V�W�H�U�����F�X�W�W�L�Q�J���K�H�U���R�•���I�U�R�P���&�R�O�I�D�[�����6�K�H���E�U�L�Q�J�V���W�K�H���F�L�W�\���W�R�J�H�W�K�H�U���W�R���U�H�M�H�F�W���E�R�W�K���W�K�H���I�H�D�U���G�U�L�Y�H�Q���P�R�Q�V�W�H�U�V���W�K�D�W��
distance individuals from each other. The real heros in Golem folklore and The Stranger and The Shadow are not the creatures them-
selves, but the creators. The greatest powers are not superhuman, but the ability we all possess to see the humanity in one another 
and take action to unite as a community. 

      - Kay Kron, Playwright     

A Note From the Playwright
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On the Stage

�6�\�Q�R�S�V�L�V���R�I���W�K�H���3�O�D�\

The play begins when our young protagonist, Wren, passes through a gelatinous barrier into the strange, 
unfamiliar world of Colfax. Wren is apprehended and ordered to attend “educational sessions”. At the 
�3�H�G�D�J�R�J�\���&�H�Q�W�H�U�����:�U�H�Q���4�Q�G�V���V�K�H���G�R�H�V�Q���W���4�W���L�Q���D�Q�G���K�D�V���Q�R���L�G�H�D���Z�K�D�W���V�K�H���L�V���V�X�S�S�R�V�H�G���W�R���G�R�����7�K�H���R�W�K�H�U��
students wear goggles, use strange controls, and eat white cubes. Additionally, they all do something that 
�:�U�H�Q���4�Q�G�V���L�Q�F�U�H�G�L�E�O�\���X�Q�V�H�W�W�O�L�Q�J���W�K�H�\���V�S�L�W���R�U���V�F�U�H�D�P���L�Q�W�R���M�D�U�V�����S�U�R�G�X�F�L�Q�J���V�W�U�D�Q�J�H�����O�L�Y�L�Q�J���V�K�D�G�R�Z�V����

Wren meets Merna, a woman who kindly lets her stay in a  room at her house. To pay for the room, Merna 
�V�H�Q�G�V���K�H�U���R�•���W�R���7�H�U�J�H�U���D�Q�G���6�R�Q�V�����D���F�R�P�S�D�Q�\���Z�K�H�U�H���:�U�H�Q���L�V���X�O�W�L�P�D�W�H�O�\���J�L�Y�H�Q���D���M�R�E��

Wren starts to notice people treating her unkindly. One day after being bullied, she screams into a pillow 
in a fashion similar to what she’s seen other student do. The scream magically transforms Wren’s pillow 
�D�Q�G���R�W�K�H�U���L�W�H�P�V���L�Q�W�R���D���N�L�Q�G���R�I���P�R�Q�V�W�H�U�����:�U�H�Q���D�F�W�X�D�O�O�\���4�Q�G�V���W�K�H���F�U�H�D�W�X�U�H���H�Q�G�H�D�U�L�Q�J�����O�L�N�H���D���S�H�W�����D�Q�G���V�W�D�U�W�V���W�R��
�F�D�U�U�\���L�W���D�U�R�X�Q�G���Z�L�W�K���K�H�U�����2�Q�H���G�D�\���V�K�H���4�Q�G�V���W�K�D�W���D�Q�R�W�K�H�U���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�����*�L�R�����K�D�V���N�H�S�W���W�K�H�L�U���P�R�Q�V�W�H�U���D�V���Z�H�O�O��

Gio takes Wren to an abandoned stadium where they see the Collector, a hunched old man who carries 
cages of creatures to the stadium in the center of the city. He releases them in the stadium where they are 
absorbed into the sky, adding to the gelatinous barrier that keeps people from entering or leaving the city. 

When the authorities discover that Wren and Gio are keeping their creatures, they shut down the town and 
try to catch them.  Knowing they are under pursuit, Wren and Gio work together to try to break the spell 
and restore light and life to the city of Colfax.

World of the Play

the Shadowthe Shadowthe Shadowthe Shadow
And

The Stranger

the Shadowthe Shadowthe Shadowthe Shadow
And

The Stranger



On the Stage

�6�S�H�F�X�O�D�W�L�Y�H���)�L�F�W�L�R�Q

�6�S�H�F�X�O�D�W�L�Y�H���4�F�W�L�R�Q���L�V���D���W�\�S�H���R�I���Z�U�L�W�L�Q�J���W�K�D�W���G�H�D�O�V���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���V�X�S�H�U�Q�D�W�X�U�D�O���R�U��
�W�K�H���I�X�W�X�U�H�����L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J���V�F�L�H�Q�F�H���4�F�W�L�R�Q�����X�W�R�S�L�D�Q���D�Q�G���G�\�V�W�R�S�L�D�Q���4�F�W�L�R�Q�����D�Q�G��
�I�D�Q�W�D�V�\�������6�S�H�F�X�O�D�W�L�Y�H���4�F�W�L�R�Q���W�D�N�H�V���S�O�D�F�H���L�Q���L�P�D�J�L�Q�H�G���Z�R�U�O�G�V���4�O�O�H�G���Z�L�W�K��
unusual or supernatural elements, from aliens to new technologies.  In 
�Z�R�U�N�V���R�I���V�S�H�F�X�O�D�W�L�Y�H���4�F�W�L�R�Q�����H�O�H�P�H�Q�W�V���R�I���L�P�D�J�L�Q�D�U�\���Z�R�U�O�G�V���R�I�W�H�Q���V�H�U�Y�H���D�V��
metaphors for things that we experience in the real world.  

�–�Q���W�K�H���S�O�D�\�����:�U�H�Q���4�Q�G�V���K�H�U�V�H�O�I���L�Q���&�R�O�I�D�[�����D���W�R�Z�Q���Z�L�W�K���D�O�O���W�K�H���H�O�H�P�H�Q�W�V���R�I��
a dystopian society. A dystopia is a place where conditions and quality 
of life are unpleasant due to deprivation, oppression, or terror. Works of 
�G�\�V�W�R�S�L�D�Q���4�F�W�L�R�Q���D�U�H���R�I�W�H�Q���F�U�H�D�W�H�G���D�V���D���Z�D�\���R�I���L�P�D�J�L�Q�L�Q�J���Z�K�D�W���W�K�H���Z�R�U�O�G��
might become if humans continue to make bad choices out of fear or 
carelessness.  For example, a writer concerned about the environment 
might write a dystopian story or play in which characters live in an imag-
ined future where much of the earth has been destroyed by pollution or 
global warming.

• �:�K�D�W���D�U�H���V�R�P�H���H�O�H�P�H�Q�W�V���R�I���V�S�H�F�X�O�D�W�L�Y�H���4�F�W�L�R�Q���L�Q���W�K�H���S�O�D�\�����D�Q�G���Z�K�D�W���U�H�D�O���Z�R�U�O�G���L�G�H�D�V���P�L�J�K�W���W�K�H�\���U�H�S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�"

• �:�K�D�W���R�W�K�H�U���Z�R�U�N�V���R�I���V�S�H�F�X�O�D�W�L�Y�H���4�F�W�L�R�Q���D�U�H���\�R�X���I�D�P�L�O�L�D�U���Z�L�W�K�"���7�K�H�V�H���F�D�Q���L�Q�F�O�X�G�H���V�W�R�U�L�H�V�����P�R�Y�L�H�V�����W�Y���V�K�R�Z�V�����R�U���R�W�K�H�U��
plays.

Putting the Play in Context
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�3�X�S�S�H�W�U�\

Before 1912, the term “puppeteer” did not exist in the English language. Ellen van 
Volkenburg, a director with the Chicago Little Theatre housed in the Fine Arts Building on 
Michigan Avenue, needed a program credit for the actors she had trained to manipulate 
marionettes in their production of Shakespeare’s A Midsummer’s Night’s Dream. Von 
Volkenberg coined this word at the dawn of a movement that has brought us to the rich 
art form of puppetry we practice today. 

Chicago is unique in that it has a substantial local theater audience that not only attends 
performances but supports innovative and new theater. Puppetry is active in American 
theater today, frequently employed in musicals and dramas. Chicago is ripe to be 
positioned as a leader in a renaissance of the art of puppetry.

The Chicago International Puppet Theater Festival aims to cultivate the imagination 
through the traditions and contemporary practices of the art of puppetry, and to 
establish Chicago as a cultural center for puppetry by presenting work of the highest 
quality as well as creating access to leaders and innovators in the art form through 
workshops and classes.
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Off the Stage

�–�1�4�8�–�5�<���4�8�(�6�7�–�2�1�6

At ASC, we start every performance with a 
question for the audience. We ask them to 
keep that question in mind as they watch the 
show.  We return to the question afterwards, 
allowing students, teachers, and parents to share 
observations and draw connections to their own 
lives. We encourage you to prepare your students 
�I�R�U���W�K�H�L�U���4�H�O�G���W�U�L�S���E�\���L�Q�Y�H�V�W�L�J�D�W�L�Q�J���V�R�P�H���R�I���W�K�H��
following questions:
 
• �:�K�D�W���P�D�N�H�V���V�R�P�H�R�Q�H���D�Q���R�X�W�V�L�G�H�U�"
• If fear were a monster, what would it 

�O�R�R�N���O�L�N�H�"
• When is it important to speak up for 

�Z�K�D�W���\�R�X���E�H�O�L�H�Y�H���L�Q�"
• �–�V���W�K�H�U�H���H�Y�H�U���D���M�X�V�W�L�4�D�E�O�H���U�H�D�V�R�Q���W�R���N�H�H�S��

�D���V�H�F�U�H�W�"���–�I���V�R�����Z�K�H�Q�"
• �:�K�D�W���G�U�L�Y�H�V���S�H�R�S�O�H���W�R���E�X�O�O�\���R�W�K�H�U�V�"
• �6�K�R�X�O�G���D�X�W�K�R�U�L�W�\���D�O�Z�D�\�V���E�H���R�E�H�\�H�G�"��

If not, when should authority be 
�T�X�H�V�W�L�R�Q�H�G�"

�7�+�(�0�(�6

• Bullying
• Outsider Status
• Finding one’s place in the world
• Secrets
• Societal Fears
• Standing Out vs. Fitting In

Starting Points
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�6�S�H�D�N���2�X�W��

Wren knew that she wanted to make a change when she stopped hiding her monster. She told the 
other students and the Council what she believed. Here at ASC, we believe that young people’s 
�Y�R�L�F�H�V���D�U�H���S�R�Z�H�U�I�X�O���D�Q�G���F�D�Q���P�D�N�H���D���G�L�•�H�U�H�Q�F�H��

Young people, invite your family to join you in volunteering for a cause you believe in! 
�7�K�H�K�R�Q�H�\�F�R�P�E�S�U�R�M�H�F�W���R�U�J lists kid and family-friendly volunteer opportunities around the 
Chicagoland area.

On the Stage

From the Education Department
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Arts Integrated Activity

�0�$�7�(�5�–�$�/�6����   �&�2�0�0�2�1���&�2�5�(���&�2�1�1�(�&�7�–�2�1�6��
Marker     CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.5.1.B
Chart Paper/White Board  CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.5.1.C
Paper     CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.5.1.D
     
�*�5�$�'�(���/�(�9�(�/�� 3 - 12

�2�%�-�(�&�7�–�9�(��  Students will illustrate the themes of the play by working as an 
ensemble to create still images with their bodies

�3�5�2�&�(�'�8�5�(����
1. Choose a word or phrase from the list of themes
2. Using a whiteboard or a large piece of paper, have the students raise their 
hands to tell you to write down word associations that they have with that theme. 
(For example, if the word picked is protection, the students might say words like 
safe, happy, strong, barrier, etc.)
�������%�U�H�D�N���W�K�H���F�O�D�V�V�U�R�R�P���X�S���L�Q�W�R���V�P�D�O�O���J�U�R�X�S�V���R�I���I�R�X�U���R�U���4�Y�H�����$�V�V�L�J�Q���H�D�F�K���J�U�R�X�S���D��
word from the list that they came up with, without letting the other groups know 
what each other’s words are.
4. Invite each group to create a tableaux, or frozen image, of their word. Give the 
groups three minutes to rehearse their image.
5. Ask the other groups to point out how that group looks, pointing out the entire image and also individual students and how 
their bodies are arranged in comparison/contrast to the others.
6. Have the students watching guess what word from the list the group is demonstrating.
7. Allow the performing group to comment on the observations and guesses made by the other students, and have them explain 
their take on it.
8. Switch out the group and repeat until all groups have gone.

�3�2�6�6�–�%�/�(���6�–�'�(���&�2�$�&�+�–�1�*
• Try varying the levels of bodies in the tableaux: low, medium, and high.
• Remember to choose an image that you can hold for a little while.
• �:�K�D�W���F�D�Q���Z�H���G�R���W�R���H�Q�V�X�U�H���Z�H���N�H�H�S���H�Y�H�U�\�R�Q�H���V�D�I�H�"

�5�(�)�/�(�&�7�–�2�1
• �:�K�D�W���V�N�L�O�O�V���Z�H�U�H���U�H�T�X�L�U�H�G���W�R���S�O�D�\���W�K�H���J�D�P�H���V�X�F�F�H�V�V�I�X�O�O�\�"
• �:�K�D�W���G�L�G���\�R�X���4�Q�G���L�Q�W�H�U�H�V�W�L�Q�J�"���6�X�U�S�U�L�V�L�Q�J�"
• �'�L�G���D�Q�\���R�I���W�K�H���L�P�D�J�H�V���K�H�O�S���W�R���W�K�L�Q�N���R�I���W�K�H���Z�R�U�G���G�L�•�H�U�H�Q�W�O�\�"���:�K�\���R�U���Z�K�\���Q�R�W�"

�3�2�6�6�–�%�/�(���9�$�5�–�$�7�–�2�1�6���$�3�3�/�–�&�$�7�–�2�1�6
• �5�(�$�'�–�1�*���$�1�'���:�5�–�7�–�1�* and �6�2�&�–�$�/���6�7�8�'�–�(�6: Have students create tableaux to represent a setting, character, or moment 

�I�U�R�P���D���Z�R�U�N���R�I���K�L�V�W�R�U�\���R�U���4�F�W�L�R�Q��
• �6�7�(�0 and �(�/�$: Have students create tableaux to represent science or ELA vocabulary words.

Tableaux (Statues)
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�&�2�0�0�2�1���&�2�5�(���&�2�1�1�(�&�7�–�2�1�6�� 
CCSS.ELA- Literacy.L.5.1.B

�*�5�$�'�(���/�(�9�(�/�� 3-12

�2�%�-�(�&�7�–�9�(��  In this activity, students are invited to get to know one 
another and make connections.

In the play, Wren is an outsider in a world where people keep to 
themselves, neglecting to connect with others. This activity invites 
students to build community within the classroom.

�3�5�2�&�(�'�8�5�(�� 
1. Invite students to create a circle of chairs.
2. Introduce the activity: One of our goals today is to learn more about 
each other. In this game the person in the center will share something 
about themselves by saying: “The truth about me is...” and then com-
plete the sentence with a true fact. For example, ‘the truth about me is 
that I like ice cream.’ If this statement is also true about you, you like ice 
�F�U�H�D�P���W�R�R�����W�K�H�Q���\�R�X���P�X�V�W���4�Q�G���D���Q�H�Z���V�S�D�F�H���L�Q���W�K�H���F�L�U�F�O�H��
3. Explain that the person in the middle is also trying to get a spot so whoever does not get a spot goes to the center and the game 
begins again with a new truth. Play a number of rounds.
4. Encourage students to choose truths that will get more people to move. If the same person ends up in the center multiple times, 
they can choose a replacement who hasn’t been in the center yet.

�5�(�)�/�(�&�7�–�2�1����
• �:�K�D�W���V�N�L�O�O�V���Z�H�U�H���U�H�T�X�L�U�H�G���W�R���S�O�D�\���W�K�H���J�D�P�H���V�X�F�F�H�V�V�I�X�O�O�\�"
• �:�K�D�W���G�L�G���\�R�X���4�Q�G���L�Q�W�H�U�H�V�W�L�Q�J�"���6�X�U�S�U�L�V�L�Q�J�"
• �+�R�Z���F�D�Q���D�Q���D�F�W�L�Y�L�W�\���O�L�N�H���W�K�L�V���K�H�O�S���X�V���W�R���E�X�L�O�G���F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\���H�Q�V�H�P�E�O�H���L�Q���R�X�U���F�O�D�V�V�"

�3�2�6�6�–�%�/�(���9�$�5�–�$�7�–�2�1�6���$�3�3�/�–�&�$�7�–�2�1�6�� 
• �5�(�$�'�–�1�*���$�1�'���:�5�–�7�–�1�*��and �6�2�&�–�$�/���6�7�8�'�–�(�6�����+�D�Y�H���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V���P�R�Y�H���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���W�K�L�V���D�F�W�L�Y�L�W�\���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���S�H�U�V�S�H�F�W�L�Y�H���R�I���D���V�S�H�F�L�4�F���L�Q�G�L-

vidual from literature or history (ie, a student portraying Martin Luther King Jr. may say, “the truth about me is that I see a lot of 
injustice in the world.”)

• �6�7�(�0: Have students move through this activity from the perspective of a number or a science vocabulary word (ie, “The truth 
about me is that I’m a prime number.”)

The Truth About Me

Arts Integrated Activity
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Post-Show Writing Prompt

�&�2�0�0�2�1���&�2�5�(���	���6�(�/���&�2�1�1�(�&�7�–�2�1�6��
CCSS.ELA-Literacry.W.5.3 

�*�5�$�'�(���/�(�9�(�/�� 4-12

�0�$�7�(�5�–�$�/�6����Paper and Pencil

�2�%�-�(�&�7�–�9�(�� Students will make inferences in order to write an imagined 
interview with a character from the play.

�3�5�2�&�(�'�8�5�(��
1. Talk to students about the idea of interviews. What does a print interview 
�O�R�R�N���O�L�N�H�"���<�R�X���P�D�\���Z�D�Q�W���W�R���V�K�R�Z���H�[�D�P�S�O�H���R�I���L�Q�W�H�U�Y�L�H�Z�V���Z�L�W�K���\�R�X�Q�J���K�H�U�R�H�V����
such as this interview with Malala Yousafzai  or this interview with Parkland 
shooting survivor and gun control activist David Hogg (Note to teachers: for 
more information on talking to your students about youth activism around 
school shootings and gun violence, check out this great unit plan from the 
New York Times ).
2. Invite students to imagine they are journalists writing about Wren and Gio breaking the silence of Colfax. Invite them each to write 
5-6 interview questions in the voice of Wren or Gio.
3. Once students have written their questions, invite them to trade questions with a classmate. Students can then write answers to 
questions in the voice of Wren or Gio.
OPTIONAL EXTENSION: Invite students to pair up and perform interviews as interviewer/interviewee. Or, conversely, have students 
share interviews with a partner.

�5�(�)�/�(�&�7�–�2�1��
• �+�R�Z���G�L�G���\�R�X���G�H�F�L�G�H���Z�K�L�F�K���T�X�H�V�W�L�R�Q�V���W�R���D�V�N�"���+�R�Z���G�R���\�R�X���G�H�F�L�G�H���K�R�Z���W�R���D�Q�V�Z�H�U���T�X�H�V�W�L�R�Q�V���L�Q���F�K�D�U�D�F�W�H�U�"
• �:�H�U�H���\�R�X���V�X�U�S�U�L�V�H�G���E�\���D�Q�\�R�Q�H���V���U�H�V�S�R�Q�V�H�V���W�R���L�Q�W�H�U�Y�L�H�Z���T�X�H�V�W�L�R�Q�V�"���'�L�G���\�R�X���Q�R�W�L�F�H���D�Q�\���V�L�P�L�O�D�U�L�W�L�H�V���E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q���W�K�H���Z�D�\�V���S�H�R�S�O�H���U�H-

�V�S�R�Q�G�H�G���W�R���T�X�H�V�W�L�R�Q�V�"���'�L�•�H�U�H�Q�F�H�V�"
• �:�K�D�W�����L�I���D�Q�\�����S�D�U�D�O�O�H�O�V���H�[�L�V�W���E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q���:�U�H�Q���D�Q�G���*�L�R���V���Z�R�U�O�G���D�Q�G���R�X�U���Z�R�U�O�G���W�R�G�D�\�"
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Bonus Activity

Crossword Puzzle
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Down: 2. Stadium 3. Haversack 4. Dystopia 6. Council
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Off the Stage

Dear Educators:

�$�G�Y�H�Q�W�X�U�H���6�W�D�J�H creates work for young people, 
and we deeply value their insights and reactions. We 
welcome your students to engage with us by writing 
letters or sharing artwork, photos, or videos with the 
cast of the show. We always look forward to getting their 
feedback, and we read through every piece we receive!

�<�R�X���D�Q�G���\�R�X�U���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V���K�D�Y�H���V�H�Y�H�U�D�O���Z�D�\�V���W�R���J�H�W��
�L�Q���W�R�X�F�K��

Students can reach out individually via social media 
outlets:
�–�Q�V�W�D�J�U�D�P�� @adventurestagechicago
�7�Z�L�W�W�H�U�� @adventure_stage
�)�D�F�H�E�R�R�N�� www.facebook.com/adventurestage

Students can hand-write or type letters to the cast and 
send them to:

�(�P�D�L�O�� ascletters@gmail.com

�0�D�L�O��
Anne McNamee-Keels
c/o Adventure Stage Chicago
1012 N. Noble St.
Chicago, IL 60642

�:�H���Z�L�O�O���U�H�V�S�R�Q�G���W�R���D�O�O���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W���F�R�U�U�H�V�S�R�Q�G�H�Q�F�H��
�W�K�D�W���D�U�U�L�Y�H�V���E�H�I�R�U�H���W�K�H���V�K�R�Z���F�O�R�V�H�V��

�7�L�S�V���I�R�U���6�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V��

�������0�D�N�H���V�X�U�H���\�R�X�U���4�U�V�W���Q�D�P�H���D�Q�G���V�F�K�R�R�O���L�V���R�Q���\�R�X�U��
�D�U�W�Z�R�U�N�����S�K�R�W�R�����Y�L�G�H�R���R�U���O�H�W�W�H�U��
�������$�V�N���W�K�H���F�D�V�W���D�W���O�H�D�V�W���R�Q�H���T�X�H�V�W�L�R�Q���W�K�H�\���O�R�Y�H���W�R���W�D�O�N��
about the show!
3. Share your experience of watching the show!
�������<�R�X���D�Q�G���\�R�X�U���I�U�L�H�Q�G�V���F�D�Q���S�L�F�N���G�L�•�H�U�H�Q�W���D�F�W�R�U�V���V�R��
that every cast member gets letters, artwork or media!
5. Send in your letters, artwork, and media as soon as 
you can so we have time to respond!

We may post letters, artwork, videos, and photos to 
our �–�Q�V�W�D�J�U�D�P, �7�Z�L�W�W�H�U, or �)�D�F�H�E�R�R�N pages.

Connect With the Cast
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Recommended Resources

�'�L�Y�H�U�J�H�Q�W���7�U�L�O�R�J�\��by Veronica Roth
(Grades 5-12)
Set in a dystopian Chicago, the trilogy consists of Divergent (2011), Insurgent (2012), and Allegiant (2013). 
�7�K�H���V�R�F�L�H�W�\���G�L�Y�L�G�H�V���L�W�V���F�L�W�L�]�H�Q�V���L�Q�W�R���4�Y�H���G�L�•�H�U�H�Q�W���J�U�R�X�S�V���E�\���W�K�H�L�U���S�H�U�V�R�Q�D�O�L�W�\�����7�U�L�V���L�V���D�V�V�L�J�Q�H�G���'�R�X�E�W�O�H�V�V��
but secretly transfers to Divergent and has to make sure that her secret is not found out.

�7�K�H���&�L�W�\���R�I���(�P�E�H�U by Jeanne DuPrau
(Grades 3-7)
Ember is an underground city troubled by aging infrastructure created by the Builders to contain 
everything needed for human survival. Now the storerooms are almost out of food, crops are blighted, 
corruption is spreading through the city, and worst of all - the lights are failing. Soon Ember could 
be engulfed by darkness... But when two children, Lina and Doon, discover fragments of an ancient 
parchment, they begin to wonder if there could be a way out of Ember.

�7�K�H���5�R�D�U��by Emma Clayton 
(Grades 4-9)
�–�Q���D�Q���R�Y�H�U�F�U�R�Z�G�H�G���D�Q�G���5�R�R�G�H�G���/�R�Q�G�R�Q�����Z�K�H�U�H���O�L�I�H���L�V���D���E�U�X�W�D�O���V�W�U�X�J�J�O�H�����D���E�R�\���Q�D�P�H�G���0�L�N�D���U�H�I�X�V�H�V���W�R��
�E�H�O�L�H�Y�H���K�L�V���W�Z�L�Q���V�L�V�W�H�U���L�V���G�H�D�G�����+�H���V���U�L�J�K�W�����L�Q���I�D�F�W���V�K�H���V���G�H�V�S�H�U�D�W�H�O�\���5�\�L�Q�J���D���V�W�R�O�H�Q���S�R�G���4�J�K�W�H�U���K�R�P�H�Z�D�U�G����
escaping from imprisonment in a mysterious spaceship. But before they’re reunited, a new Program is 
announced that will make the kids of London “Fit and Happy.” It’s a virtual reality video game, based on 
�5�\�L�Q�J���S�R�G���4�J�K�W�H�U�V���L�Q���F�R�P�E�D�W�����R�•�H�U�L�Q�J���I�D�E�X�O�R�X�V���S�U�L�]�H�V���W�R���N�L�G�V���Z�K�R���K�D�Y�H���Q�R�W�K�L�Q�J��
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Recommended Resources

�6�W�U�D�Q�J�H�U���7�K�L�Q�J�V 
Rated TV-14
 

�'�L�Y�H�U�J�H�Q�W���7�U�L�O�R�J�\��(2014, 2015, 2016)
Rated PG-13

�&�L�W�\���R�I���(�P�E�H�U��(2008)
Rated PG

�7�K�H���8�Q�H�[�S�O�D�L�Q�D�E�O�H��
�'�L�V�D�S�S�H�D�U�D�Q�F�H���R�I���0�D�U�V���3�D�W�H�O
(Grades 3-6)
This is a scripted podcast for 
middle grade kids, performed 
by middle grade kids. It is a fun, 
high-quality, serial mystery that 

can be described as Goonies meets Spy Kids meets Stranger 
Things. Listen here

�.�L�G�V���/�L�N�H���<�R�X���D�Q�G���0�H 
This podcast provides a unique 
and nurturing place to hear stories 
from children about how it feels to 
be excluded, mocked, and bullied 
�E�H�F�D�X�V�H���\�R�X���U�H���G�L�•�H�U�H�Q�W�����L�Q���F�R�O�R�U��
or ability - or how it feels to be 
�D�F�F�H�S�W�H�G���G�H�V�S�L�W�H���W�K�R�V�H���G�L�•�H�U�H�Q�F�H�V��
Listen here

Other Media
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Recommended Resources

At ASC, we are very excited to be working with Northwestern Settlement’s new Family CARES Center.  In partnership with Children’s 
Home + Aid, the Settlement now provides counseling services for children and families in our community. The initiative will serve 
families in the Settlement’s Early Childhood Education and Rowe Elementary School programs, providing mental health services in 
areas including anxiety, ADHD, depression, exposure to traumatic experiences, family violence, grief, and general wellness.  Family 
�&�$�5�(�6���&�H�Q�W�H�U���F�O�L�Q�L�F�L�D�Q�V���L�G�H�Q�W�L�4�H�G���W�K�H���I�R�O�O�R�Z�L�Q�J���W�K�H�P�H�V���U�X�Q�Q�L�Q�J���W�K�U�R�X�J�K�R�X�W���W�K�H���V�W�R�U�\��

�%�8�/�/�<�–�1�*��
 

�'�(�)�–�1�–�7�–�2�1 Bullying is unwanted, aggressive behavior that involves actions such 
as making threats, spreading rumors, attacking someone physically or verbally, 
and excluding someone from a group on purpose.

�5�(�6�2�8�5�&�(�6���)�2�5���<�2�8�7�+

�7�H�H�Q�V���$�J�D�L�Q�V�W���%�X�O�O�\�L�Q�J �6�S�H�F�L�4�F�D�O�O�\���G�H�V�L�J�Q�H�G���W�R���K�H�O�S���W�H�H�Q�V���O�H�D�U�Q���D�E�R�X�W���E�X�O�O�\�L�Q�J����
how to appropriately respond, and how to prevent it.
�.�L�G�V���$�J�D�L�Q�V�W���%�X�O�O�\�L�Q�J Helps elementary school children learn about bullying, how 
to appropriately respond, and how to prevent it.
�6�7�2�0�3���2�X�W���%�X�O�O�\�L�Q�J�� Information for kids and teens on anti-bullying and how to 
respond to all forms of bullying.
�1�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���<�R�X�W�K���$�G�Y�R�F�D�F�\���&�R�D�O�L�W�L�R�Q Providing guidance, leadership, and wellness 

for youth.
�7�K�H���7�U�H�Y�R�U���3�U�R�M�H�F�W���6�X�S�S�R�U�W�V���J�D�\�����O�H�V�E�L�D�Q�����E�L�V�H�[�X�D�O�����W�U�D�Q�V�J�H�Q�G�H�U���D�Q�G���T�X�H�V�W�L�R�Q�L�Q�J���\�R�X�W�K�����$�O�V�R���R�•�H�U�V���W�K�H���7�U�H�Y�R�U���/�L�I�H�O�L�Q�H�����D���������K�R�X�U����
national crisis and suicide prevention hotline: �����������������8���7�U�H�Y�R�U

�5�(�6�2�8�5�&�(�6���)�2�5���3�$�5�(�1�7�6���	���7�(�$�&�+�(�5�6

�6�W�R�S�%�X�O�O�\�L�Q�J���J�R�Y Government resource for parents and 
�W�H�D�F�K�H�U�V���W�R���K�H�O�S���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q���D�•�H�F�W�H�G���E�\���E�X�O�O�\�L�Q�J����
�3�$�&�(�5���V���1�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���%�X�O�O�\�L�Q�J���3�U�H�Y�H�Q�W�L�R�Q���&�H�Q�W�H�U Interactive 
resources for teachers, parents, and kids of all ages that 
educate communities and address bullying.
�(�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q���F�R�P�����%�X�O�O�\�L�Q�J���D�W���6�F�K�R�R�O���D�Q�G���2�Q�O�L�Qe Provides 
parents and teachers with the information and ideas they 
need to help a bullied child.
�7�H�D�F�K�L�Q�J���7�R�O�H�U�D�Q�F�H�����%�X�O�O�\�L�Q�J Classroom materials and 
activities for teachers, aiming to reduce prejudice and 
improve intergroup relations.

Mental Health Connections
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At the Theater

�'�–�5�(�&�7�–�2�1�6���7�2�������������1�����1�2�%�/�(���6�7��

�)�5�2�0���7�+�(���1�2�5�7�+ Take the Kennedy East (90/94 toward 
Indiana) to the Division St. exit. At the end of the exit ramp, 
take a right onto Division St. and follow it to Ashland Ave. Turn 
left onto Ashland and follow it one light to Augusta Blvd. Turn 
left onto Augusta toward Noble St. (next light). Turn left onto 
Noble St. Arrive at the theater on left. 

�)�5�2�0���7�+�(���6�2�8�7�+ Take the Dan Ryan West (90/94 toward 
Wisconsin). Exit at Milwaukee/Augusta. At the end of the exit 
ramp, continue west on Augusta Blvd. one block to Noble 
St.Turn right onto Noble St. Arrive at the theater on the left.

�)�5�2�0���7�+�(���:�(�6�7 Take the Eisenhower East (290 toward the 
Loop) to the Dan Ryan West (90/94 toward Wisconsin). Exit 
at Milwaukee/Augusta. At the end of the exit ramp, continue 
west on Augusta Blvd. one block to Noble St. Turn right onto 
Noble St. Arrive at the theater on left.

We want your trip to ASC at the Vittum Theater to go as 
smoothly as possible! Here’s an idea of what to expect 
�G�X�U�L�Q�J���\�R�X�U���4�H�O�G���W�U�L�S��

�6�(�$�7�–�1�*���5�(�4�8�(�6�7�6�� Seating for our shows is prearranged 
based on special seating needs and the ages of students. Please 
call 773.969.5573 before you arrive if we need to accommodate 
members of your group with hearing, vision, 
or mobility impairments.

�$�5�5�–�9�$�/�� Please arrive between 10:00 - 10:15 a.m.; our shows 
begin promptly at 10:30. Buses should pull in front of the theater 
at �����������1�����1�R�E�O�H���6�W�U�H�H�W. Remain on your bus until a member of 
�R�X�U���V�W�D�•���F�R�P�H�V���W�R���J�U�H�H�W���\�R�X���D�Q�G���\�R�X�U���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V��
We will then lead your group into our lobby for a short speech 
about our theater and the performance you are about to see. 

�3�(�5�)�2�5�0�$�1�&�(�� �$���P�H�P�E�H�U���R�I���R�X�U���V�W�D�•���Z�L�O�O���V�K�R�Z���\�R�X�U���J�U�R�X�S���W�R��
their seats. Shows run approximately 60 minutes and include a 
post-show discussion. The entire event usually lasts around 90 
minutes. We ask that all members of your group remain in the 
theater until the performance and discussion are over. If you 
must leave before the discussion, please let us know in advance.

�/�8�1�&�+�� Unfortunately, we do not have space available for 
students to eat lunch in the theater or at the Settlement. 

�'�(�3�$�5�7�8�5�(�� At the conclusion of the performance and �&�X�U�W�D�L�Q��
�&�R�Q�Y�H�U�V�D�W�L�R�Q, we dismiss the audience school-by-school in 
�R�U�G�H�U���W�R���U�H�G�X�F�H���F�R�Q�I�X�V�L�R�Q�����6�W�D�•���Z�L�O�O���O�H�D�G���\�R�X���G�R�Z�Q���W�K�H���V�W�D�L�U�V���D�Q�G��
to your buses, which will be waiting for you on Augusta Blvd. in 
the bus lane in front of Rowe Middle School. 

�%�2�2�.�–�1�*���–�1�)�2�5�0�$�7�–�2�1�� 
The Stranger and The Shadow
January 18, 24, 31 | February 6, 7, 8, 15
CPS: $7 | Non-CPS: $8
All performances begin at 10:30am.
Groups receive ONE FREE chaperone ticket for every TEN 
student tickets purchased.

Getting to the Theater

the Shadowthe Shadowthe Shadowthe Shadow
And

The Stranger

the Shadowthe Shadowthe Shadowthe Shadow
And

The Stranger

the Shadowthe Shadowthe Shadowthe Shadow
And

The Stranger



What Else is Happening at ASC?

Bring an �$�6�&���7�(�$�&�+�–�1�*���$�5�7�–�6�7 into your classroom!

The �1�H�L�J�K�E�R�U�K�R�R�G���%�U�L�G�J�H�V���5�H�V�L�G�H�Q�F�\���3�U�R�J�U�D�P is a comprehensive storytelling and creative drama program designed 
to help children develop their critical literacy skills and to transform them into the storytellers of their own lives.

Through theatre games, storytelling, improvisation, reading, and creative writing, students develop their ability to write, 
�V�S�H�D�N�����D�Q�G���W�K�L�Q�N���F�U�L�W�L�F�D�O�O�\�����1�H�L�J�K�E�R�U�K�R�R�G���%�U�L�G�J�H�V���K�H�O�S�V���\�R�X�Q�J���S�H�R�S�O�H���J�U�D�S�S�O�H���Z�L�W�K���F�R�P�S�O�L�F�D�W�H�G���L�V�V�X�H�V�����F�R�Q�5�L�F�W�V�����D�Q�G��
questions found in today’s diverse, changing society. 

Participating classrooms receive:
�3�$�5�7�1�(�5�6�+�–�3    24 residency hours over the course of 12 weeks.

�(�;�3�2�6�8�5�(     Tickets and transportation to a single ASC performance and the 
     opportunity to present the students’ learning at the Vittum Theater.

�5�(�6�2�8�5�&�(�6     Learning Guide, Promptbook, lesson plans, and supplies.

�:�2�5�.�6�+�2�3�6
�$�6�&���R�•�H�U�V���S�U�H�����D�Q�G���S�R�V�W���V�K�R�Z���Z�R�U�N�V�K�R�S�V���I�R�U���R�X�U���S�U�R�G�X�F�W�L�R�Q�V�����7�K�H�V�H��
�&�R�P�P�R�Q���&�R�U�H��connected theater workshops use storytelling, critical 
literacy, and creative drama to deepen your students’ experience at 
our theater. 

For more information regarding �1�(�–�*�+�%�2�5�+�2�2�'���%�5�–�'�*�(�6 or 
�:�2�5�.�6�+�2�3�6, contact:

�$�Q�Q�H���0�F�1�D�P�H�H���.�H�H�O�V�����_�����(�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q���0�D�Q�D�J�H�U 
�H�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q�#�D�G�Y�H�Q�W�X�U�H�V�W�D�J�H���R�U�J or ������������������������

Classroom Residencies
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What Else is Happening at ASC?

Coming Up at ASC
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�)�D�V�W���)�R�R�G���&�K�D�L�Q
By Andrew Marikis

Fast Food Chain follows a brother and sister as they wrestle with the pressure of poverty and food insecurity in 
Chicago. They struggle to make it on their own until one day they discover a garden in the unlikeliest of places. It’s 
an adventure into the magical realism of African folktale, showcasing the power of community and storytelling in 
combating social issues.

�$�S�U�L�O�����������������������������_�������0�D�\������������������������������������������
�5�H�V�H�U�Y�D�W�L�R�Q�V���Q�R�Z���D�Y�D�L�O�D�E�O�H��
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